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SESSION 5 – KEY FOCUS OF THE ELDER

1. Why is it so important for Christians to pray?

John Wesley said, "It seems like God is limited by our prayer life - that He can do nothing for humanity unless someone asks Him."

Some people believe God is running everything in this world, but He is not.  Even ministers say, "God has everything under control."  Well, if He has, He sure has messed things up.

He will rule the earth one day, after his second coming, but He's not ruling the earth now.  God's will is only being carried out in the lives of those who have surrendered themselves totally to Him and are walking in obedience, faith and love.

If God's will was being carried out on the earth today everybody would be saved.

· 2 Pet 3:9 (NASB) "The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance."

· Gen 1:26a (NASB) "Then God said, 'Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness, and let them rule...'"

· Psa 8:6 (NASB) "Thou dost make him (man) to rule over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet."

· Psa 115:16 (NASB) "The heavens are the heavens of the Lord; but the earth he has given to the sons of men."

God gave man dominion - He did not say I am going to dominate through you.

Adam was deceived by satan, committed high treason, sold out his dominion to the devil and now the bible calls satan the god of this world.

· 2 Cor 4:3,4 (NASB) "And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 

4 in whose case the god (satan) of this world  has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God."

· 1 John 5:19 (NASB) "We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one."

He will continue to be the god of this world, until Adam's 6000 year lease runs out.

God created the heavens and the earth in 6 days and on the seventh day He rested (Gen 1:31-22).

· 2 Pet 3:8 (NASB) "But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."

Its been 4000 years from Adam to Christ, and it will be a further 2000 years by the year 2000. 

Around about this time the Millennial (1000 years) reign of Christ on earth must begin.

That's why the devil by his own admission says his time is running out.

· Matt 8:29 (NASB) "And behold, they (the demons) cried out, saying, 'What do we have to do with You, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?'"

· Rev 12:12b (NASB) "Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time."

· Luke 4:5-7 (NASB) "And he (the devil) led Him (Jesus) up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

6 And the devil said to Him, 'I will give You all this domain (authority, mastery, delegated influence - strongs) and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.  

7 Therefore if you worship before me, it shall all be Yours.'"

If satan was not the god of this world, who has authority over all the kingdoms of this world, then this would not have been a valid temptation.

God cannot legally just move in and take away that dominion from the devil.  The devil has Adam's lease - he has a right.

GOD CANNOT DO ANYTHING ON EARTH UNLESS MAN (whom God intended to be in authority) ASKS HIM. 

· James 4:2c (NASB) "You do not have because you do not ask."

Eg. You have no authority to discipline someone else's child with a caning, unless it has been given to you by his father.

2. Who is our helper in intercession?

The Holy Spirit HELPS US to intercede.

· Rom 8:26,27 (NASB) "And in the same way the Spirit ALSO HELPS our weakness; (Worrell) for we know not what to pray for as we ought, (NASB) but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words

27 and He (God) who searches the (our) hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He (the Holy Spirit) intercedes for the saints according to the will of God."

The full Greek meaning of the word HELPETH is to take hold together with against.

The Holy Spirit heaves with us against the weight of the problem as we heave in the spirit by praying in tongues.

The Holy Spirit helps.  He takes hold together with us against the infirmity.  If we do not take hold together with against - He has nothing to do.  He will not initiate the action.  We must take hold together with first - then the Holy Spirit will help us.  The Holy Spirit is not responsible for our prayer life - we are.

· John 14:26 (NASB) "But the Helper (Parakletos - Greek), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you."

The Amplified translation gives the sevenfold meaning of the word PARACLETE translated as Helper - Comforter, Counsellor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, Standby.

The Holy Spirit is not sent to do the Christians work for them; He is sent to help them do it.

· Acts 1:8a (NASB) "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and YOU shall be My witnesses ..."

The Holy Spirit gives us power or ability to witness, but no witnessing will ever get done unless we do it (with His help).

Similarly the Holy Spirit will not do our praying for us, but will enable us to pray effectively by His ability.

We're the ones responsible to witness and we're the ones responsible to pray.  The Holy Spirit is our helper.

3. What is 'Praying in the Spirit'?

· Eph 6:18 (NASB) "With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints."

18a (Goodspeed) "Use every kind of prayer and entreaty, and at every opportunity pray in the Spirit..."

18a (NEB) "Give yourself wholly to prayer and entreaty; pray on every occasion in the power of the Spirit..."
18b (Weymouth) "...be always on the alert to seize opportunities for doing so, with unwearied persistence and entreaty on behalf of all the saints."

Most people think praying in the spirit is praying with just a little more zeal, effort and volume.

· Jude 20 (Williams) "But you, beloved, must continue to build yourselves up on the groundwork of your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit."


Now what is praying in the Spirit?
· 1 Cor 14:2 (NASB) "For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God, for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries."


Praying in the Spirit is praying in other tongues.
· 1 Cor 14:14-15 (Amplified) "For if I pray in an (unknown) tongue, my spirit (by the Holy Spirit within me) prays, but my mind is unproductive - bears no fruit and helps nobody.  

15 Then what am I to do?  I will pray with my spirit - by the Holy Spirit that is within me; but I will also pray intelligently - with my mind and understanding; I will sing with my spirit - by the Holy Spirit that is within me; but I will sing (intelligently) with my mind and understanding also."


As spirit beings we need to pray out of our spirits and not just our heads.


Mental praying has an important place, but the church as a whole has tried to get by with mental praying alone.


Paul shows that mental praying alone is inadequate to get the job done.  Paul puts praying in the Spirit first.

· Rom 8:26 (KJV) "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for WE KNOW NOT what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered."


The Holy Spirit always has full understanding about the situation we're praying about.  When we allow Him to pray through us, to help us in our prayer life, we will see amazing answers to our prayers.

4. Is praying in the Spirit only to help us pray on a new dimension?

No - there are many other benefits to praying in the Spirit.


i)
Praying in the Spirit to MAGNIFY God.

· Acts 10:46 (NASB) "For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God."

When we could only praise God in our understanding we often left the place of worship feeling we had not expressed ourselves adequately.  We felt cheated of spiritual blessings we should have enjoyed.



However, praising God in the Spirit is always adequate and we feel fulfilled.


ii)
Praying in the Spirit to EDIFY yourself.

· Jude 20 (NASB) "But you, beloved, BUILDING yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit."

· 1 Cor 14:4a (NASB) "One who speaks in a tongue EDIFIES himself."  
There is one phase of speaking in tongues in our prayer life that is not praying for someone else.  It is purely a means of personal spiritual edification.

Edify - Greek: to found, establish, to promote growth in Christian wisdom, affection, grace, virtue, holiness, blessedness, to grow in wisdom and piety.



The Greek word for edify also includes the idea of recharging.

Vines says this type of edifying is to promote the spiritual growth and development of character of believers, resulting in spiritual progress due to patient labour.  We cannot help others; we cannot edify others unless we ourselves have been edified.



Take time to build yourself up by much praying in the Holy Spirit - with other tongues.



Praying in the Spirit will help you to be keen in spiritual things and to discover and flow in God's best plan for your life.


iii)
Praying in the Spirit to REST.

· Isa 28:11-12 (KJV) "For with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to this people.  

12 To whom He said, 'This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing...'"
Praying in the Spirit and speaking in tongues is a rest and a refreshing.  Speaking in tongues is a continual experience to  assist us in the worship of God. 

5. What is travailing in prayer?

· Rom 8:22-23,26-27 (NASB) "For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

26 And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; (Worrell) for we know not what to pray for as we ought, (NASB) but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;

27 And He (God) who searches the (our) hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He (the Holy Spirit) intercedes for the saints according to the will of God."  

All creation (especially born again Christians who are united to the Spirit of God) is groaning and travailing, eagerly awaiting redemption from the Adamic curse and looking forward to receiving their resurrection bodies.  We are redeemed spiritually, but still look forward to the hope of bodily redemption.

In the same way the Holy Spirit helps us to pray with groanings too deep for words till God's perfect will is effected on the earth.

P.C. Nelson, a noted linguist (language scholar) and leading authority on Greek said Rom 8:26 actually implies, 'with groanings that cannot be uttered in articulate speech.'  They are uttered - but not in articulate speech.  Articulate speech is your regular daily speech.

These groanings come from within you, out of your spirit, but to be effective they must escape your lips.

Although we cannot understand the groanings, they are intelligible to God.  He always responds.

In adverse circumstances or conditions the Holy Spirit intercedes with groanings.  If there is no particular need for it at the moment you won't pray this way.  But then, in time of adverse circumstances or conditions, those groanings will begin to well up inside of you - that is the Holy Spirit helping you to pray.

You YIELD yourself to the Spirit in prayer and He uses you in this manner.

C.H. Dodd says prayer is the Divine in us appealing to the Divine above us.

We will need this kind of praying until everything comes into complete harmony with the will of God.

There are circumstances in which we are not sure how to pray.  We need the groaning of the Holy Spirit in intercession.

6. What are our infirmities?

· Rom 8:26a (KJV) "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities..."

Infirmities in the Greek means - want of strength, weakness, indicating inability to produce results.

Our infirmities would keep us from producing prayer results were it not for our divine Helper, the Holy Spirit.

Ignorance is an infirmity.  We do not always know what to pray for as we ought.

Dullness of perception is an infirmity, and because of this the Spirit has to intercede with groanings.

· Luke 24:25 (NASB) "And He said to them: 'O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken.'"

7. On what grounds can we LEGALLY intercede and get results?

Jesus has a legal right to represent the human race before the Father, because He's paid for our sins with His blood.

We who embrace Him have been declared righteous.

Now we can also legally intercede because we are ONE with the Great Intercessor.

· 1 Cor 6:17 (NASB) "But the one who joins himself to the Lord is ONE SPIRIT with Him."

· 2 Pet 1:4 (NASB) "For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature..." 

· Eph 5:30 (KJV) "For we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."

· 1 Cor 12:27 (NASB) "Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it."

Christ is the head. We are the body. The head and the body are one. We are one with Him in carrying out His work on the earth.

· 1 Cor 3:9a (NASB) "For we are God's fellow workers..."

He is the Great Intercessor. We become fellow workers with Him in His great intercessory ministry.

We are one with Him in His ministry of reconciliation (reuniting). Intercession is the first step in reconciliation.

· 2 Cor 5:18-20 (NASB) "Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 

19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the WORLD to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word (or message) of reconciliation.  

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us, we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God."

He is the Great Intercessor for all mankind.  As members of His body, the Church, we join in that ministry on our knees interceding.

Therefore, our intercession must find its pattern in Him.

8. What INGREDIENTS are necessary for successful intercession?

Love - the God-kind of love (agape - Greek), is the first prerequisite for successful intercession. If you are truly born again, you have this kind of love.

· Rom 5:5b (NASB) "The love (agape) of God HAS BEEN poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us."

When you were born again, God became your Father. He is a love God. You are a love child of a love God. You are born of love.  You have a new nature - God's love nature.

Ours is a love family. Everyone in the family has God's love, or else they're not in the family.

· 1 John 3:13-18 (NASB) "Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you.

14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.

15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?

18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth."

Not all in the family have developed or are exercising this love, but they could and should be.

· Jude 20-21 (Phillips) "But you, dear friends of mine, build yourselves up on the foundation of your most holy faith and by praying through the Holy Spirit 

21a keep yourselves within the love of God." 
The love law of the family of God is:

· John 13:34 (NASB) "A new COMMANDMENT I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another."

We are also commanded to love our enemies.

· Matt 5:44-45 (NASB) "But I say to you, love your enemies, and PRAY for those who persecute you in order that you may (show that you are - Amplified) sons of your Father who is in heaven; 

45 for He causes His sun to rise and the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and unrighteous."
To walk in the God-kind of love involves the choice of your will.

That love is inside your spirit if you're born again, but you're the one who has to put it into practice.

You must choose to release that love from within you.

Almost anyone can love those who love them, but the first step in loving all men as God loves is to be willing to take time to pray and intercede for them.

The way we enter into His sufferings for humanity is to give ourselves in sacrifice to intercede for those Christ gave His life for.  The flesh would rather be pampered than pray.

· 1 Cor 9:27 (NASB) "I (the spirit man) buffet (to beat black and blue - Greek) my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified (rejected, castaway, reprobate, including loss of future reward)."

Love is the basis for all Christian activity.

COMPASSION is an ingredient of divine love.

· Matt 9:36-38 (NASB) "And seeing the multitudes, He FELT compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.  

37 Then He said to His disciples, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  

38 Therefore beseech (or pray) the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.'"
· Matt 14:14 (NASB) "And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and FELT compassion for them, and healed their sick."

In every instance where Jesus was moved with compassion, the people were delivered.

Human sympathy says, "I know how you feel; I'm so sorry."

Divine compassion says, "I FEEL how you feel," and it brings deliverance.

· John 11:33,35,43-44 (KJV) "When Jesus therefore saw her (Mary) weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.  

35 Jesus wept.

43 and when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, 'Lazarus, come forth.'

44 He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings; and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 'unbind him, and let him go.'"
NB. Too often we've tried to work a formula for deliverance without divine compassion and failed.

NB. Through heartfelt prayer and intercession we will begin to FEEL as God feels.

· Rom 12:15b (NASB) "Weep with those who weep."

Dedicated believers can enter into that area of compassion only one way - by fellowshipping with God in prayer and intercession.

When we do we will begin to experience the reality of Christ's words...

· John 14:12 (NASB) "Truly, Truly, I (Jesus) say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also, and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father (and I will send the Holy Spirit to anoint you to pray as I pray).

9. How do I create an environment of PRAYER?

Prayer itself creates an environment.  So the best way to create an environment of prayer is to pray.  The Church of God needs to stop playing church and to become the mighty army spoken of in Ezekiel.  We need to be clad in our armour and go to war “...against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” Eph 6:12 (NKJ)

You, Supervisor must take the initiative and do something about the prayer cover in your Zone.  Here are a few of the things you could do:

· Have a Leadership Prayer Chain that is activated through you, AND make sure it is used!  Also make sure each Cell Group has a Chain so that, when necessary, the whole Zone can be quickly mobilised to pray.

· Research the history of your Zone and find out what sorts of things are happening there now.  You are looking for strongholds satan has established so that you can come against them.  How? 

· 2 Cor 10:4 (NKJ) “... the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.”
One of these weapons is intercessory prayer.  So, find the stronghold and pull it down in prayer.

· Organise Zone prayer meetings.  These could be regular 1 hour meetings when the whole Zone gets together.  They could include special extended prayer meetings, say for 4 hours!  You could even proclaim a fast.

· Take your group out and go pray in the streets.  Go prayer walking!

We need to proclaim the victory of Jesus to these satanic cohorts and exercise the authority Jesus gave us.

· Eph 3:10 (NIV) “... through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.” 
· Luke 10:19 (NASB)  "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over (to overcome - NIV) all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you.”

Do this and you will return saying:

· Luke 10:17 (NKJ)  “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name." 
In Mark 16:15 Jesus said, “... Go into all the world ...”  If we would go out prayer walking, these two scriptures would take on a whole new meaning:

· Josh 1:3 (NASB)   "Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you ...” 

· Gen 13:17 (RSV)  ‘Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you."
As we take the Glory of the Lord out into the areas satan is trying to control, the same thing will happen to his demons today as happened to dagon in olden times.

· 1Sam 5:3-4 (NASB)  “When the Ashdodites arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord.  So they took Dagon and set him in his place again.  But when they arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord. And the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off on the threshold; only the trunk of Dagon was left to him.”
10. What is a Watchman?
· Ezek 33:7 (NASB) "Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel (a type of the church), so you will hear a message from My mouth, and give them warning for Me."

A watchman is to (i) watch over the flock of God, (ii) speak God's word to them and (iii) warn them of danger (ie. watch over them to disciple them).

· Gen 35:21 (NASB) "Then Israel (Jacob) journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder."

The tower of Eder was a watch-tower for shepherds between Bethlehem and Hebron.  These towers were built on a high spot in pasture fields so the shepherd could protect the sheep  from thieves and wild animals.

· Isa 62:6-7 (NASB) "On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; all day and all night they will never keep silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves;

7 And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 

Jerusalem in Isa 62:7 is not the brick and mortar city, but the people who make up the city.

The Elder is to continually intercede for the people put under his oversight.  He is to take no rest for himself as he pours his life out in prayer for those in his sub-structure.

He is to join Jesus Christ in his perpetual intercessory ministry.

· Heb 9:24 (NASB) "For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;"

· Heb 7:25 (NASB) "Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them" (the saints).

· Rom 8:34 (NASB) "who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us."

We need to rescue the lambs from the enemy who goes about like a roaring lion (1 Pet 5:8), like David did as a shepherd boy.  We do this by releasing our spiritual weapons through intercessory prayer.

· Zech 4:6b (NASB) "'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the Lord of hosts."

· 2 Cor 10:3-4 (NASB) "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses."

· Ps 127:1 (NASB) "Unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain who build it, unless the Lord guards the city the watchman keeps awake in vain."

The Elder watches in vain over his members, if the Lord is not watching over them, due to our intercessory prayer.

Application Assignments Following Session 5

1. Spend some time each day meditating on your notes so that these truths can register on your spirit man.

2. Spend the required amount of time each day completing the Daily Application Material.

NOTE:   Remember to bring your manual with you next week.

3. Be prepared to share with a group, for about 1 minute, what you got out of each Daily Application Assignment.







