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         FAMILY HARVEST CHURCH

       SUPERVISOR COURSE
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SESSION 7A 

1. Key Result Area No. 6 – Qualification required for the office of Supervisor
Performance Standards:

This job will have been satisfactorily performed when:

A. I am a regular tither in Family Harvest Church, tithing on all my income.

This may come as a surprise to you, but quite often we have people in leadership who forget to tithe for extended periods of time.  
· 1 Cor 13:11 (NKJ)  “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”

I understand that I am to tithe either by cheque or by using the tithing envelope, so that my tithe can be recorded in the office.  

Again you are senior leadership, if you can receive a letter from the church that says thank-you for your tithe, then obviously that in the church there is a mechanism to know that you tithed.  That information if strictly confidential, but it exists.  I don’t buy and never will buy this thing where people say ‘Well I don’t believe in telling people how much I tithe so I don’t use the envelope.’  If you don’t use the envelope it’s because sometimes you forget to tithe the right amount.  You need to use the envelopes when as leaders you need to make a stand and use the opportunity wherever possible to demonstrate to people that you tithe and you believe in tithing.  We need to understand that it doesn’t matter how much we tithe, a tithe is a tithe, and to God if you earn a million rand a month and you tithe a hundred thousand rand, you are no more important to God that the man who earns a hundred rand a month and tithes ten rand.  Why, because you are both still tithers.  It’s not the size of the tithe that means anything to God, it is the response in bringing the tithe to the storehouse, that ten percent.  You have to understand that there are many times when the devil will try and come and persuade you and fill your drains with a thousand things that you need to do with that money.  If you for any reason fail to tithe or stop tithing, it’s your pastor’s responsibility to talk to you about it because he/she cares for you.  We have proved time and time again that the first thing that happens when a person starts to become less spiritually mature, the first thing that happens to a Christian is their tithes stops.  After that stops for a while, then something else will creep in, maybe then they won’t feel like going to cell group or they won’t feel like going to church.  But time and time again we’ve proved that the way the devil gets in is through finances.  

Why do you need to be tither as a Leader?  Well if you are not a tither as a Leader the people that you lead will not tithe. 

· Malachi 3:10 (NKJ)  

8  “Will a man rob God?  Yet you have robbed Me!  But you say ‘In what way have we robbed You?’   In tithes and offerings.” 

9 You are cursed  with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring into the storehourse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.” 

B. I attend morning and evening services every Sunday,

When people watch your life, the signals that you sent to people the messages that you sent to people you are saying to them ‘I want to be like him.’  Are the people that look at you saying ‘I want to be like you’?  Now as leaders people watch you and you do send signals to them.  You may have never thought about it.  Those signals can be positive or those signals can be negative.  One of the signals that you as leaders sent to the people you lead is look at the way I do things.  The people you lead will watch you and when you’re under pressure they’ll watch what comes out.  They’ll watch how you respond, they’ll watch how you act, they’ll watch how you conduct yourself, and they’ll listen to what you say very intently.  If you’re a leader in the ministry and you do not come to church on a Sunday night, what signal do you send to the people that you lead if you do not come to church on Sunday night:

· Lack of commitment. 

· Don’t have to come either.

If you as a leader or anyone else under your control do not come on a Sunday evening, the people you lead will not see the importance of coming on a Sunday night either.  Why is it that so many leaders do not come on a Sunday night? 

C. I am completely willing from my heart to submit to the authorities God has placed over me in this church.

a.  Submission to Authority

We are told very clearly in the Word of God, to submit to the authority God has placed over us.  God even goes as far as showing us that we are against Him if we are not submitting to this authority.

· Heb 13:17  Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls ....

· 1Thes 5:12-13 “And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who.... are over you in the Lord  ....  and to esteem them very highly in love  ....

· Rom 13:1-2  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.  Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgement on themselves.
Every leader in the kingdom of God has to come to the decision to submit themselves completely to the authority God has placed over them.  Of course this will not apply if those in authority act in direct contradiction to the Word of God.

b.  Obtaining Authority

From the account of the Roman centurion we can begin to understand one of the reasons why leaders in God’s kingdom need to submit to authority.  This is, that unless leaders place themselves under God’s appointed authority, they themselves can have no authority.

· Matt 8:9  (LIV) "For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me.  And I say to this one, `Go,' and he goes; and to another, `Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, `Do this,' and he does it."

....  because I am under the authority of my superior officers and I have authority over my soldiers ....
Those who don’t submit to God’s authority can’t be trusted with authority.  Even Jesus had to humble Himself to authority.  Only because He was prepared to do this was it possible for God to exalt Him to the place where all authority could be given to Him.

c.  Representing Authority

We must also realise that when we act in a position of authority we are representing that authority.  If we are not fully submitted to authority we will not be representing that authority properly.  Because all authority is from God, we are in fact representing God when we are in a position of authority. If then we are not fully obeying God, or His appointed authority, we will be misrepresenting God.  This happened to Moses and Aaron when they did not do what God had told them.  They misrepresented God to the nation of Israel, and for this God judged them.

· Num 20:12  Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them."

(NRS) .... show my holiness before the eyes of the Israelites ....

d.  Exercising Authority

Sheep are followers and therefore need a leader to show them where to go.  They not only need this, they also demand it.

· Josh 1:16-18  And they answered Joshua, saying, "All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.  Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you; only may the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses.  Anyone who rebels against your command and does not obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous."
Strong leadership is not bad for the sheep. It is a comfort to them to know that their leader is willing and prepared to watch out for their best interests, and even to discipline them when necessary.

· Ps 23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I  will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
How God held Moses accountable for the disobedience of his family?

· Exod 4:15-16 (NKJ)

15  "Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do.

16  "So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God.”
We have to understand that if we cannot submit to the person above us we are not submitting to God.  Jesus spoke when He spoke in the bible He tells the story about the Roman centurion:

· Matt 8:5-10 (NIV)

5  “When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.

6  "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralysed and in terrible suffering."

7  Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."

8  The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.

9  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."

10  When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.”

God set to kill Moses because of Zipphorah rebillion.

· Exod 4:24-26 (NKJ)

24
And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the LORD met him and sought to kill him.

25
Then Zipporah took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at Moses' feet, and said, "Surely you are a husband of blood to me!"

26
So He let him go. Then she said, "You are a husband of blood!"-- because of the circumcision.

D. I show the fruits of heart submission to authority.

E. I have fully decided to commit myself 100% to the vision fo Family Harvest Church.

F. I commit myself to attend all the required meetings, those called by my Pastor, Area Pastor, District Pastor, Regional Pastor, and senior Pastors Theo and Bev Wolmarans.

G. I ensure that I have successfully completed all the required courses that qualify me or my position.

H. I attend the prayer meetings organised by my Elder, understanding that this will also prepare me for my promotion to Elder.

1. Key Result Area No. 7 – Sunday Church Attendance
Performance Standards:

This job will have been satisfactorily performed when:

A. I ensure that both my cell leaders attend church twice on Sunday.

B. I do everything in my power to ensure that all the members of the Cell groups I oversee go to Church twice on Sunday.
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SESSION 7B:  THE ART OF COUNSELLING (A brief overview)

1. The Art of counselling?

Cell Group Members are going to have needs and problems.  Because Jesus told us to, “... love one another ...” we will naturally try to help them overcome those situations.  However, much harm can be done by novices who play around with ‘counselling’ and ‘giving advice’.

At Family Harvest Church we have established a counselling ‘hierarchy’ which can accommodate the two principles that ‘each believer is a minister’ and ‘counselling is best left to those who are properly qualified.’  In the past we have experienced major damage to the church, and to individuals, through wrong counsel.  So let’s take the time to review the progressive provision for counselling, as taught to the various ministries on the Laymans courses.

a) The Cell Leader.

Cell Leaders are told that, “Unless you have been trained in counselling areas, you don't qualify.  The best care you can give the Members is to refer them to the Supervisors or Pastors, who have the spiritual capacities to help deeply troubled people.”  They are told to focus on the spiritual source of the situation, since becoming embroiled in solving a problem without establishing the source of it is to be included in Satan's trap!

The areas they should restrict their counselling to are:

· Making sure the person is born again, and has repented. (John 3:7 & Luke 13:3)

· Forgiving , if the person has any unforgiveness to others. (Mark 11:25)

· Checking that the person is spending time reading the word and praying.

· Examining the seeds the person has sown or is sowing in that area. (Gal 6:7-8)

· Examining the persons confession. (Mark 11:23)

· Not giving ‘good advice’ based on experiences, but helping the person see the answer God’s word has for their situation and then to have faith to claim that victory and walk in His Spirit. 

b) The Supervisor.

Supervisors must understand very clearly that: COUNSELLING IS NOT GIVING ADVICE, and that their first course of action is to “be a listener”.  They will handle those cases, referred to them by the Cell Leaders, which are within their field of expertise.  Supervisors are NOT ‘trained counsellors’ and must therefore refer people with more serious problems to their Pastor.  

Supervisors will check that the areas under a) above have been properly covered and dealt with.  Only once they are sure that the problem does not lie in one of these areas should they proceed to identifying the sin-related aspect which is causing the problem.  Remember, in some instances the sin root is not easily identifiable, and not all problems are sin-related.  In these cases the person MUST be referred to the Pastor.

c) The Trained Counsellor.

Trained Counsellors will be people who have a special gifting and anointing from God, which gives them the ability to deal sensitively with special problems.  They will generally have expertise in a specific type of problem and will have completed advanced ministry counselling course/s.  People will only be referred to them by a Pastor.

2. What must a Supervisor know in order to counsel?

a) Know who you are.

The human mind relates to the world through sensory perception.  ‘Sense knowledge’ is a conditioning process of the intellectual faculties.  Faith, however, is not a dynamic of the mind.  It functions within the realm of the human spirit.  It is an unwavering trust in the character of God and in His word, regardless of circumstantial sensory evidence.

To change from ‘sense knowledge’ to faith, we need to renounce a performance orientation, and refuse self dependency.  We must realise that our value and worth is not based on our performance, and that our potential is not confined by our own limitations.  We need to learn to confess all sin, forgive ALL people, allow God to heal us of all hurts, and build up trusting relationships with dependable people.

Who man truly is, is the best kept secret of all ages.  Satan seeks to keep this truth concealed.  He knows that once it is discovered, Christians will start moving in it's freedom.  Once I come to terms with what I am, and repent, and put my faith in God's grace, then I can truly discover who I am by seeing my reflection in the mirror of God's word. 

· Eph 2:10  "I am God's workmanship..."  

You need to be sure of this, and of who you are in Christ.  My source is "Christ in me, the hope of glory."  (Col 1:26-27)  Col 2:9-10  says "I am complete in Him..."
Once we discover and put into practise the unlimited spiritual resources which are ours, we will trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall harm us.  Christians empowered by the Holy Spirit, armed with the name of Jesus and enlightened in the Word of God, are the true masters of the universe.

b) Know how to help others 

You will encounter many situations when people who come to you for counselling don’t really need counselling at all.  All they really need is to find out and put into practice what the word of God says about the situation they are facing.  Each good Supervisor will therefore be armed with a number of scriptures that he can quote, or easily find, on the more common situations faced by the Members of the church.

However, in the vast majority of counselling situations you will deal with, you will find that the problem is sin related!  For your counselling to be successful, the sin must be identified and confessed.

· Prov 28:13 (NASB)  "He who conceals or excuseth - Spurrell) his transgressions (or sins - KJV) will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion."

The Hebrew word for confess means, ‘to point out with the finger of your hand’, and the one for forsake means, ‘to cease from its practise.’  We must not hesitate to identify the problem and call a sin a sin!

Sin is an ugly and embarrassing thing.  It's not comfortable or easy to open up, expose my true self and confess my sin.  It's often easier for people to go to a psychiatrist and get him to prescribe a mood altering pill than face their real problem.  We must, however, understand that we're coming from the standpoint of biblical counselling.  So the pattern to be followed is:  "IDENTIFY, CONFESS and FORSAKE and you'll find compassion."

· James 5:16 (NASB)  "Therefore, confess your sins (or faults, your slips, your false steps, your offences - Amplified) to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed (be restored - TCNT)."  

Let’s see an example of this in the life of David.  His restoration and prosperity resulted from his willingness and ability to confess his sin, as opposed to Saul who covered up his sin and went on a downward road of destruction.

· Ps 51:2-4,6,9-10,12 (NASB) (A Psalm of David, when Nathan came to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba). 

"Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me ... Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in Thy sight... Thou dost desire truth in the innermost being... Hide Thy face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, And sustain me with a willing spirit.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise." 

3. What must we know about the sin issue?

If we look beyond the physical, into the secrets of our heart and soul, are we pleased with what we see?   Most people would rather hide their true self from view, because they really don't like what they see.  The greatest majority of our problems are of our own doing.  It is we ourselves who design and engineer our circumstances.  This is a difficult fact to accept, since from childhood we have been blaming others for who we are, and what we have done.

· "My reason for drinking is job pressure!"

· "I'm bitter and angry in my reactions because no one appreciates my intentions."

· "I'm confronting and aggressive because my mother rejected me."

· "If you lived with a miserable old goat of a husband like I do, you would also be depressed."

· "I flunked the course because my teachers are biased against me."

· "I'm suffering for Jesus' sake!"

Such statements establish the "so called" causes for one's misfortunes.  They are convenient face-saving devices which shift both responsibility and accountability away from self.  This method of side-stepping the true cause for my dilemma (which is ME), has been practised by man from the beginning of time, and is an ugly thing.  

So self-deceiving and subtle is our attempt to avoid personal responsibility for our action, that we can perpetuate the most vulgar behaviour and still feel righteous about it.  The extent of this device goes even further.  We actually look for and find reasons so that we can continue our behaviour, and still feel right about ourselves.

a) What should we do about the sins that have created the problematic person we are today?

We should accept accountability for personal actions and the responsibility for change.  This is not a popular message.  Most people want to respond to an altar call and have God do it for them.   He often does!  Others would rather go to a deliverance meeting and be set free.  Some are!

However, genuine and long lasting change comes about when by God's help the individual examines himself; acknowledges himself and his weaknesses, confesses his failure, repents from his behaviour and changes his lifestyle and mind-set.  By God's help we must do this.

Change is brought about from within.  It is God who works in us, both to will and to work His good pleasure. Like the prodical son, we have to face the situation and DO something about it:

· Luke 15:18 (NASB)  "I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight”.
Remember Prov 28:13  
"He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them, will find compassion."

b) Instead of practising a), what does man do about his sins?

We can miss the mark of the standard set in God's word in our thoughts, actions, behaviour etc., by being involved in things like gluttony, envy, hate, jealousy, depression, inferiority, lust, pride etc.  All is sin, and it is ugly and best hidden from view.  

Man uses ego defence mechanisms (or cover-ups) to hide this ugly sin from view.  Once the sin is covered up, true self can never be seen as it really is.  This self deception can be convincing and complete.

In such cases all improvement is prevented.  The person feels smug, content and self righteous behind his cover-ups.  These cover-ups are a serious form of self deception.  They are a logical and progressive delusion.

c) What is each individual's responsibility regarding sin?

The bible calls for self-examination every time we come to partake of the Lord's supper.

· 1 Cor 11:28-31  “But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgement to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.  For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.  But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.”

Obviously examining ourselves should not be limited to these occasions.  Self examination is not pleasant, but essential.  All cover-ups must be removed.  Those who neglect to examine themselves (and apply the delivering power of the blood of Jesus), will not prosper, but suffer from:-

· Emotional and psychological weakness.

· Psychosomatic and biological sickness.

· Premature death.

God never intended the human race to suffer with sickness.  He gives us a simple formula for health.

· Prov17:22 (NASB)  "A joyful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit dries up the bones."  

A broken spirit is one filled with grief, worry, anxiety, fretfulness, bad tempers, hatred, malice etc., by sense of sin, and causes a sick body.  Only the heart that is released from sin, guilt and cover-ups can be truly joyful.  You don't get ulcers from what you eat, but from what's eating you.

d) Why is self-examination so important?

So that we judge ourselves of the sins that hinder us from being honourable vessels, fit for the Master's service.  

Let’s read what the bible says:

· 2 Tim 2:19-22 (NASB)  "... 'Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness.'  Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.  Therefore, if a man CLEANSES HIMSELF from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.  Now flee from youthful lusts, and PURSUE righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

Dishonourable vessels like the dog’s dish have their place, but are never brought out to serve the guests.  Only honourable vessels have this privilege.  Christians who refuse to examine and cleanse themselves, cannot be used for honourable service.  Only a pure conductor can be used for electricity (or power) to flow through.

e) How do we overcome guilt and condemnation from the sins of the past?

Know first of all that God never imposes guilt.  He is the One who removes the guilt.  His word says:

· Ps 32:5 (LIV)  “until I finally admitted all my sins to you and stopped trying to hide them. I said to myself, ‘I will confess them to the Lord.’ And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.”

Guilt doesn’t come from God, but from the accuser - the devil.

Condemnation comes either from other people, or most often from self.  Your conscience, which is what condemns you, is not always reliable, and therefore not always to be followed. (E.g. Your conscience could have been incorrectly programmed into the bondage of religious tradition - contrary to the Word of God).  

The Hebrew word ‘Kataginosko’ which is translated ‘condemns’, means: “To have knowledge to use against you when you do something contrary to a conditioned response.”  Now guilt is a conditioned response.  It is CONVICTIONS which produce a response of guilt.  But, not even all our convictions are necessarily true or correct.  (E.g. You might have been conditioned that reverence means silence).

The truth is that only what God's Word says, is true and must be obeyed - not our unscriptural convictions.

· 1 John 3:18-22 (NASB) "Little children (i.e. Christians), let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure (or convince - Greek) our heart (conscience or convictions) before Him,  in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart (or convictions), and knows all things. 

Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;   and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight." 

From verses 21 and 22 we see that, once sin is confessed, it is no longer a secret in my heart.  I've opened up my heart, and God comes in and forgives me.  Now my heart no longer has secret convictions to condemn me, but instead a confidence toward God wells up within me.  This results in answered prayer and a desire to obey God.

The child of God who opens up the darkest recesses of his heart to God, can be assured of forgiveness, acceptance, and cleansing from all unrighteousness.

· 1 John 1:7,9 (NASB)  "But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin ... If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

We need to resist condemnation like we resist any other temptation to sin.  How do we know condemnation is a sin?

· Rom 8:1 (NASB)  "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."

We need have no fear to examine ourselves, identify the source of our problems, confess it to God and forsake the behaviour.  God removes my sin as far as the East is from the West, and casts them into the sea of forgetfulness. Every child of God can declare with confidence, "Despite my grievous sin, God has forgiven me, cleansed me and made me righteous before Him.  I can therefore enter His presence with confidence, and serve him with boldness!"

f) What is the new mirror we now look into?

The mirror of the Word of God.

· James 1:22-25 (NASB)  "But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a MIRROR;  for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  But one who looks intently at (or into the mirror of) the perfect law, the law of liberty (freedom from all bondage), and abides (lives) by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does." 

I now no longer look into a natural mirror in which I see my human short comings and failings.  I look into the perfect law of liberty, in which I see in my life the perfect reflection of Jesus Christ whose image is being formed in me.

4. How should we approach counselling?

a) Know some counselling guidelines.

As a counsellor, you must abide by certain rules that will protect the integrity of counselling.  Some of these are:

· Never counsel alone.

· The counsellor must be a person of integrity and give the person absolute assurance that what is discussed is in the strictest of confidence.  Never break the confidentiality of what is shared during the counselling session.  If you feel that something which was discussed needs to be shared with someone else, ALWAYS get the persons permission to do this first.  This will encourage your prospect to open up to you.  Don't you dare ever betray such a trust, not even to your marriage partner.

· The person to be counselled must be in a Cell Group.

· Suggest to the person that the Cell Leader be present at the counselling session.  You should always try to counsel with the Cell Leader.

· Never move into counselling areas in which you are not qualified.  If you can’t get to identify the sin root, refer the person to your Pastor.  NEVER ‘take a chance’ when counselling, you could destroy a persons life!

The attitude of the counsellor will set the tone for the counselling session.  People will be more relaxed and willing to open up if a pleasant atmosphere is created in which good rapport can be established.  Here are some guidelines that will assist in this regard:

· Give the person quality time.

· Operate in an attitude of prayer.  

· 1 Thess 5:17 (Amp)  "Be unceasing in prayer - praying perseveringly."
· Be open to and led by the Holy Spirit.  

· Job 32:8 (NASB) "But it is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding."
· Show the love of Jesus.

· 1 Cor 13:8  “Love never fails ...”

· Be a good listener.  Encourage them to talk about themselves.  Let them do a great deal of the talking.

· James 1:19b (NASB)  "But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger."  (NASB)  

· Never butt in and say, "You're wrong."  You need to show respect for the other person's opinion, because by doing this you are showing respect for them.  Romans gives us some good advice in this regard.

· Rom 14:13  "Therefore, let us not judge one another anymore...";

· Rom 12:17b “Respect what is right in the sight of all men."
· Let the other person save face.

· 1 Cor 13:7  “Love can overlook faults, (Wey) is ever ready to believe the best of every person, (Amp) is always hopeful ...” (Moffat)  

Always call attention to people's mistakes indirectly, and make a point of talking about your own mistakes before correcting theirs.

b) Know the major art of counselling.

There is a major art in getting people to open up and disclose the root of their problem.  Many people who come for counselling are so embarrassed about their sin, that they actually talk about a side issue and not the real problem.  An inexperienced counsellor starts telling him what to do and thinks he's helped.  Here is what God thinks about that:

· Prov 18:13 (NEB) "To answer a question before you have heard it out is both stupid and insulting."

13 (Amp) "He who answers a matter before he hears (all) the facts, (JPS) it is folly and confusion to him."

The person who does this makes two major mistakes:

· He has not identified the real problem.

· A counsellor is NOT there to give advise or his opinion on what he would do in that situation.

The experienced counsellor will take account of the following:

· Encourage the person to be bold and brutally frank and honest with you.  A person who is totally honest and confesses his problems is already 50% of the way to being restored.

· Share James 5:16, explaining that God will only heal those areas that are opened up to Him in confession.

· Never look shocked at the gory details or else he will hold back from being honest with you.

· Because people are so involved in their problems they often fail to see how simple the solution really is.  Sometimes you'll actually feel that you've hardly counselled people because just in listening and guiding them, you've helped them unmuddle their own minds and shown them God’s solution.

· Always check to see if you have reached the root of the problem.  You do this by asking them if their whole problem would disappear if the aspect they have shared with you were solved.  If they say yes, you've found the real problem.  If they say no, then you must carry on.

· A counsellor must simply help the prospect to clarify what God says about their sin and GUIDE THEM to the course of action to solve the problem.  If it's their idea they will do it.  Very often people know what they should do, but are hoping you will give them an easy way out.  Experience in counselling has proved that if the idea does not come out of their own heart, they won't have the conviction to do it.

· Once the dark door in the recess of his heart is open and we have agreed on what to do about it, we now simply need to lead them in a prayer of confession, lay hands on the person and pray according to James 5:16.  Then God will heal the hurt or problem area, because of the open door as a result of honest confession.

To be a good counsellor, all you need to do it to apply the above principles, and be "full" of the Spirit and the Word.  

· John 14:26 (NASB)  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you."

Application Assignments Following Session 7A & B.
1. Spend some time each day meditating on your notes so that these truths can register on your spirit man.

2. Spend the required amount of time each day completing the Daily Application Material for week 4

NOTE :   Remember to bring your "Course Manual" with you next week.

3. Be prepared to share with a group what you got out of each Daily Application Assignment.















