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SESSION 6  - PRAYING, A LIFESTYLE

1. What must I consider when running a prayer group?

i) We must know the purpose of our interceding.

a) We are to mainly intercede for the nation, for revival and church growth.  Don't spend your time praying for everyone's needs.

b) We are there to train new Christians endurance in prayer - to stimulate and strengthen their prayer lives.

ii) Start off by encouraging the group with a scripture and a short motivating pep talk.

iii) Open in prayer by inviting the Holy Spirit to lead the meeting.  Start praying in tongues and be bold to go in the   direction He leads, and pray about what He quickens to you.

iv)
Lead by example.  Bring the group with you in prayer.

Don't go racing off in the Spirit and leave them behind wondering what's happening.  You may have to stop and 

re-motivate them to fervently intercede.

i) Periodically look around to check that everyone is involved.  You may have to slip over and help someone individually who is not flowing with the programme.

ii) Be bold to take control of excesses without disturbing the meeting if possible.  If you don't it could just destroy your prayer group.  There's nothing satan would like better.

iii) Watch your timing.  Let the folks know beforehand how long you're going to pray for - so they can pace themselves.

If you intercede long overtime you'll chase learner intercessors away.  It's fine to pray for as long as you like with mature intercessors who love to pray and don't have other commitments at the time.

2. Are there aspects of intercession I need to consider?

· 1 Thess 5:19 (Knox) "Do not stifle the utterances of the Spirit."

Don't pray in tongues, only in a few repetitious words or else you will limit all that God wants to pray and do through your intercession.

The fluency of your heavenly language depends upon your (i) faith and (ii) yieldedness.

There are four different levels of tongues.

i)
Superficial tongues - not fluent and no anointing.

ii)
Fluent slurred tongues - fluent, but no anointing.

iii)
Fluent accentuated tongues - fluent and anointed.

iv)
Fluent accentuated tongues with groanings - responding to an intense burden and interceding fervently.

You are more yielded and interceding more fervently and effectively on levels iii and iv than on levels i and ii.

Praying 20 minutes on levels iii or iv will accomplish more than 1 hour praying on levels i or ii.

NB. No Christian or Minister will enter into God's best for his life or ministry till they daily practise this type of praying.

How to yield yourself to the Holy Spirit to pray more effectively.

i) Understand that there is no instant spirituality - you'll grow into a ministry of intercession through a dedicated prayer life.

ii) Try to shut yourself alone in with God, where the world is shut out.  Walking around while praying can only cause distractions from the job at hand.

· Matt 6:6 (NASB)  “but you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your father who is in secret, and your father who sees in secret  will repay you.”

· Isa 38:1-2 (NASB) "In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill.  And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, 'Thus says the Lord, 'Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.''

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord."

iii) Try and not let your mind wonder off onto secular things but rather engage it on the job at hand.

Build an altar in your imagination and see the thing that you are praying for on it.

· 2 Cor 10:5b (KJV) "...and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ."

As you pray in tongues, listen to the voice of your spirit, as God speaks, directs and instructs you.

· 1 Cor 2:11,12 (Amplified) "For what person perceives (knows and understands) what passes through a man's thoughts except the Spirit of God.  

12 Now we have not received the spirit (that belongs to) the world, but the (Holy) Spirit Who is from God (given to us) that we might realize and comprehend and appreciate the gifts (of divine favour and blessing so freely and lavishly) bestowed on us by God."

· Prov 20:27 (NASB) "The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the innermost parts of his being (or flashing into his innermost soul - Moffat)."

Get involved in your prayer time - spirit, soul and body - as the bible instructs we should do in worship - which after all is the highest kind of prayer.

iv) Fine tuning. Get on the Holy Spirit's channel. Try to express what you feel in your heart in tongues.

The Holy Spirit expresses Himself through you by tongues and groanings, in different volumes and pitches.

Learn to pray in deep breaths from your belly.

· John 7:38 (KJV) "He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."

· 2 Tim 1:6 (KJV) "Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands."

6b (Knox) "...to fan the flame of that special grace."

6b (Berkeley) "...to keep alive the flame of God's gracious gift."

As you stir up the gift and yield to the Holy Spirit there will be a refreshing and an anointing, but as you let your mind wonder back onto secular things you'll slip back into dry tongues.

v) Regularly interceding with a spiritual prayer group will cause you to grow as an intercessor.

Also spend private time in His presence, practising this kind of intercession.

· Matt 26:40-41 (NASB) "And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, 'So, you men could not keep watch (by praying) with Me for one hour?

41 Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.'"

vi) Persevere interceding till you have a release in your spirit - the burden lifts and you feel refreshed - and then you'll know you have the answer.

· Eph 6:18 (NASB) "With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all PERSEVERANCE and petition for all the saints."

3. Could I find EXCESSES in intercession?
In the area of intercession some Christians have fallen into the trap of the devil and have been caught up in spiritual pride.

Their thinking is that they are a special class of people with a special ministry, a special calling, and there is no one else like us.

The truth is that intercession is not a special calling - everyone in the body of Christ is called to be an intercessor because God has anointed every one of us to be priests unto God.

· 1 Pet 2:5,9 (NASB) "You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvellous light."

A priest is a go-between - one who prays on behalf of people, and that's where intercession comes in.

Some have responded more readily to the Holy Spirit and entered into it more than others, but intercession belongs to every born again Christian.

Because people think they have some special calling, they think they have to "perform".  So they try to do something in the flesh instead of waiting on the anointing.

Some even go around saying they stand in the "office" of intercessor.  There is no such office in scripture.

The offices God has set in the church are the 5-fold ministry gifts (Eph 4:11).

· 1 Cor 12:28 (NASB) "And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues."

NB. Intercession falls under the ministry of HELPS which is to assist those in the 5-fold ministry function as they should.

Another excess that has arisen in intercession is that people try and produce the Holy Spirit inspired groanings of Rom 8:26 in the flesh - which obviously would be fruitless.

Others have gotten off into strange things like barking or meowing.  Unless they were interceding for the SPCA this is definitely a fruitless, self-centred excess.

While interceding with a strong burden, some have got others to intercede for them that they won't die.  I've never heard of the Holy Spirit killing off intercessors.

Now there is nothing wrong to stir yourself up in a time of prayer.  Sometimes you will be led by the Holy Spirit to travail for the lost or wrestle against the powers of darkness which both would involve tremendous effort - but let us not get into excesses.

4. What is the nature of true intercession?

· Isa 66:8 (NASB) "Who has heard such a thing?  Who has seen such things?  Can a land be born in one day?  Can a nation be brought forth all at once?  As soon as Zion (the Church) travailed (in intercessory prayer), she also brought forth (ie. to be born again) her sons."

This verse tells us that a condition for the church to bring forth children out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, is that there must be travailing (birthing).  This word for Travail in the Hebrew means to "writhe in pain, grieve, sorrow, stay, tarry, travail with pain, wait carefully and patiently, be wounded."  Collins Thesaurus says it means "distress, effort, exertion, hardship, pain, suffering, sweat, tears, toil, birth pangs, childbirth, labour pains."

This kind of travailing is a spiritual activity.  It is an intense suffering in the inner man.  It is comparable to the pangs of natural childbirth.  It involves real intercession.  As some intercede this way you would think their hearts would literally break.  It is sure hard on the outer man.

God is searching for yielded and obedient intercessors of this nature who will respond to the burden of the Lord and pray through till the victory is won and the burden lifts.  We'll never really have the depth of the move of the Spirit of God until we have this kind of intercession.

5. Why is it so important to pray?

John Wesley said, "It seems God is limited by our prayer life - that He can do nothing for humanity unless someone asks Him."   How true this is.  What Wesley perceived, but felt to be too far out, we know to be scripturally true today.

· James 4:7 (NASB) "Submit therefore to God. (You must) Resist the devil and he will flee from YOU."

Let's see how this relates to prayer.

· Luke 4:5-8 (NASB) "And he (the devil) led Him (Jesus) up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

6 And the devil said to Him, 'I will give You all this domain (authority, power to act) and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.

7 'Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be yours.'

8 And Jesus answered and said to him, 'It is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.'" 

· Dan 10:1-3 & 12-13 (NASB) "In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia (the human earthly ruler) a message was revealed to Daniel... 

2 In those days I, Daniel, had been mourning (prayer with fasting) for three entire weeks.

3 I did not eat any tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor did I use any ointment at all, until the entire three weeks were completed.

12 Then he (God's angel) said to me, 'Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this (message) and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to YOUR words.

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia (the demonic ruler in the heavenlies over Persia) was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael (one of God's arch angels); one of the chief princes, came to help me..."

· Acts 10:30-32 (NASB) "And Cornelius said, 'Four days ago to this hour, I was praying in my house during the ninth hour; and behold, a man (God's angel - Heb 13:2) stood before me in shining garments,

31 and he said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God.

32 Send therefore to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called Peter, to come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon the tanner (a worker with hides) by the sea.'"

If Corneluis had not prayed, God's angel would not have been dispatched to direct him to Peter, who led him to Christ.

· Acts 4:31 (NASB) "And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness."

· Ps 127:1 (NASB) "Unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain."

Just because satan has lost round one, he does not give up the fight.  He's not lazy.  He never gives up. He always comes back with a counter-attack.

· Matt 12:43-45 (NASB) "Now when the unclean spirit goes out of the man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find it.

44 Then it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.

45 Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked that itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first."

Many Christians are not strong enough to be able to stand alone.  Unless someone is correctly interceding for them, they will fall.  We have to protect these people from satan's attacks as any parent protects his children from the dangers of life.  We do this by releasing our God given spiritual weapons in daily persistant intercessory prayer. That is why the bible tells us:

· 1 Thess 5:17 (NASB) "Pray without ceasing."
· Even Jesus had to pray for His disciplee Peter, who had been with the Lord for about three years. If Jesus had not prayed for Peter he would not have turned and come back to God.

· Luke 22:31-32a (Weymouth) "Simon, Simon, listen, satan has obtained permission to have all of you to sift as wheat is sifted;  

32a (NASB) but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail."

· If Paul had not prayed for the Galations they would have been deceived by satan and fallen from grace.

· Gal 4:19 (NASB) "My children, with whom I am AGAIN in labour until Christ is formed in you."

· Gal 4:19 (TCNT) "My dear children - you for whom I am AGAIN enduring a mother's pains, till a likeness of Christ shall have been formed in you."

· If Epaphras had not prayed for the Colossians they would never have grown to maturity, to the point where they were strong in faith, and had a sure conviction that they were walking in God's perfect will.  Satan would have been able to side-track them, deceive them and bring confusion through unnecessary temptations.  The result would have been that many would have fallen away, and others would never have discovered or walked in God's plan for their lives.

· Col 4:12,13a (NASB) "Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always labouring earnestly (or agonizing - Centenary New Testament; or wrestling - Weymouth) for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.

13a For I bear him witness that he has a (Phillips) real passion for your welfare..."

6. HOW are we to pray for the lost?

To intercede effectively, you must know the great love God has for all humanity.

· Eph 3:19 (NASB) "...and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God."

19 (Phillips) "... and to know the love of Christ which transcends all knowing (TCNT) and so be filled to the full with God Himself."

· Matt 5:45b (NASB) "... for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous."

· Luke 6:35c (NASB) "... for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men."
Our intercession for the lost is not so much for God to extend His mercy.  This He has already done through Jesus.  Our intercession is mainly to break the bondage that the devil has over men.  The devil has blinded men. We are to loose the sinner from this blindness that he may see the light.

· 2 Cor 4:3-4 (NASB) "And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 

4 in whose case the god (satan) of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God."

· Eph 2:1-2 (NASB) "And you were (spiritually) dead in your trespasses and sins,

2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that IS NOW WORKING in the sons of disobedience (ie. the unsaved and the backslider)."

Fasting, prayer and intercession are our chief weapons to destroy satan's strongholds over the lost. 

· 2 Cor 10:4 (NEB) "The weapons we wield are not merely human, but divinely potent to demolish strongholds."

The reason the lost laugh their way into hell is because they are not in their right minds - they're blinded.  Instead of working on God, we've got to take authority over the devil through intercession.  We have to break the power of the devil over their lives in the name of Jesus through intercessory prayer.

Intercession does not change God - He never changes.  

· Mal 3:6a (NASB) "for I, the Lord, do not change..."

Prayer changes you and others and binds up the evil influence of the powers of darkness.

Here is where intercession comes in - we are to loose the sinner from the blindness that he may see the light.  If we can get people to see God as He really is, they'll want to love Him.

· 2 Cor 5:19 (Amplified) "It was God (personally present) in Christ, reconciling and restoring the world to favour with Himself, not counting up and holding against (men) their trespasses (but cancelling them); and committing to us the message of reconciliation - of the restoration to favour."

Once we can get people to see God as he really is, they'll want to love Him.

We are also to intercede for Gospel workers to cross the path of the unsaved we're praying for.  The Spirit of God will lead the sensitive Christian worker and the angels will bring the lost soul to meet him.

· Matt 9:36-38 (Goodspeed) "But at the sight of the crowds of people, (TCNT) His heart was (deeply - Phillips) moved with compassion for them, (Rotherham) because they were torn and thrown down (or were distracted and dejected - Weymouth), (KJV) as sheep having no shepherd. 

37 (NASB) Then He said to His disciples, 'The harvest is (TCNT) truly abundant, but the (Weymouth) reapers (Williams) are scarce. 

38 (NASB) Therefore beseech (or pray - KJV) (Knox) the Lord to whom the harvest belongs (Rotherham) to thrust forth (Lamsa) more labourers (Knox) for the harvesting.'"

· Luke 10:1-3 (Phillips) "Later on the Lord commissioned (ordered, charged) seventy other disciples, (NASB) and sent them two and two ahead of Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to come.  

2 And He was saying to them, 'the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; (KJV) pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into His harvest.

3 (Knox) GO THEN (or BE ON YOUR WAY - NEB), and remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.'"

God sent an angel to bring Cornelius and Peter together that salvation might also come to the Gentiles.

· Acts 10:1-8 (NASB) "Now there was a certain man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian cohort

2  a devout man, and one who feared God with all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people, and prayed to God continually

3 About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a vision and ANGEL of God who had just come in to him, and said to him, 'Cornelius!'

4 And fixing his gaze upon him and being much alarmed, he said, 'What is it, Lord?' And he said to him, 'Your prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God.

5 And now dispatch some men to Joppa, and send for a man named Simon, who is also called Peter;

6 he is staying with a certain tanner named Simon, whose house is by the sea.'

7 and when the angel who was speaking to him had departed, he summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier of those who were in constant attendance upon him,

8 and after he had explained everything to them, he sent them to Joppa."

7. What is the nature of intercession for the lost?

· Isa 66:8 (NASB) "Who has heard such a thing?  Who has seen such things?  Can land be born in one day?  Can a nation be brought forth all at once?  As soon as Zion (the church) travailed (in intercessory prayer), she also brought forth her sons (ie. they were born again)."

A baby cannot birth itself.  True spiritual births are the result of some intercessor, somewhere, travailing for the lost.  We talk about making conversions.  God does not mention conversions - He wants births.  You must be born again!  

· John 3:3-7 (NASB) "Jesus answered and said to him, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.' 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, 'How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?'

5 Jesus answered, 'Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born of water (symbolising the Word - Eph 5:26) and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'"
Jesus said unless one is born again (a spiritual birth), he cannot see the kingdom of God.  It's paralleled to the travail involved in a natural birth and is conditional to some intercessor travailing.  This makes intercession the single most important ministry today, and one to which the man Christ Jesus is personally dedicated.

· Gal 4:19 (TCNT) "My dear children - you for whom I am again enduring a mother's pains, till a likeness of Christ shall have been formed in you."

Paul is saying that he travailed for them to be born again and now again for their Christian growth.  This kind of travailing is a spiritual activity.  It is an intense suffering in the inner man.  It is comparable to the pangs of natural childbirth.  It involves real intercession.  As some intercede this way you would think their hearts would literally break.  It is sure hard on the outer man.  God is searching for yielded and obedient intercessors of this nature who will respond to the burden of the Lord and pray through till the victory is won and the burden lifts.

· Rom 8:26 (Montgomery) "And in like manner the Spirit also takes hold with us in our weakness:  (KJV) for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: (Conybeare) but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groans (for deliverance) which words cannot utter."

An intercessor is one who prays for another - who takes the place of another.  You could actually feel you're lost, going to a Christless eternity and crying out for help.   Without this kind of travailing there will be no spiritual births.

8. How are we to intercede for baby Christians?

· Gal 4:19 (NASB) "My children, with whom I am again in labour until Christ is formed in you."

Paul travailed for the Galations as sinners to be birthed into the kingdom of God - now he is travailing for them as baby Christians that they might become mature, that they might grow up spiritually.

· 1 Pet 2:2 (NASB) "Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation."

The churches in Galatia were trying to get back under the law instead of walking on in God's grace.  Paul was alarmed.  So he was interceding and travailing for them that they might grow up to maturity.

· Col 4:12-13a (NASB) "Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always labouring earnestly (or agonizing - Centenary N.T.; or wrestling - Weymouth) for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God. 

13a For I bear him witness that he has a (Phillips) real passion for your welfare..."

The local church is responsible for the babies that have been born at its alter.  The church is to blame for those who have backslidden.  Why?  Because of what God has revealed to us in Gal 4:19.  On Judgement day God is going to require of every church responsibility for the babies born at its alter.

Intercessors need to hold the babies up in prayer as they're learning to walk spiritually in this hostile world of darkness.

Not all new born babies are in the same depth of bondage that the Galations were.  Therefore such intense travail won't always be necessary.  The thing to do is to become sensitive to the Spirit of God and pray as He directs.

9. Is there a ministry of intercession AGAINST SIN?

· 2 Cor 12:21 (NASB) "I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn (or bewail - KJV; or shed tears - Knox; to lament for the dead - Greek) over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practised."

The Greek word translated mourn means to grieve - the feeling or the act.  Here it includes both the feeling and the act.  The act being a response in intercessory prayer.

As Paul interceded over the Galation Christians to grow in spiritual maturity, so here he makes intercession for the Corinthians who have sinned and not repented.

The immorality of worldly Corinth had come into the church - Christians were still under the control of licentious demons.  

Today many Christians are living in sin and seemingly unrepentant.  The church has turned a blind eye to some of these things.

We are to feel about sin as God does.  Sin is a violation of the will of God.  God is perpetually at war with sin.  Sin leads to spiritual death, eternal separation from God, eternal torment in hell.

Jesus Triumphed over sin and over all satan's forces in prayer, when they tried to kill Him before He could get to the cross.

· Luke 22:44-46 (Weymouth) "With an agony of distress having come upon Him (Bas) the force of His prayer become stronger and the sweat upon Him was like drops of blood STREAMING to the ground.  

45 (NASB) And when He rose from prayer, He came to the disciples and found them sleeping from sorrow,

46 and said to them, (Knox) How can you sleep? (Phillips)  Rise and go on praying (Moffatt) that you may not slip into temptation."

· Heb 5:7-9 (TCNT) "Jesus, in the days of His earthly life, (Berkeley)...offered prayers and petitions (TCNT) with earnest CRIES and with TEARS (Taylor) to the only One who could save Him from (premature) death, (Alford) and having been heard by reason of his reverent submission (or piety, holy fear.  Greek - Caution to live a holy life, to obey His Father to pray, to walk in faith and love).  

8 (Weymouth) Although He was God's Son, (Beck)  He found out from what He suffered what it means to obey.  

9 (Taylor)  It was after He had proved Himself perfect in this experience that Jesus became (NASB) to all those who OBEY Him the source of eternal salvation."

The church today needs to learn what it means to strive against sin in intercessory prayer.

· Heb 12:4 (Amplified) "You have not yet struggled and fought agonizingly against sin, nor have you yet resisted and withstood to the point of pouring out your own blood."

We only know God's estimate of sin by the magnitude of the sacrifice He has provided to atone for it, His Son!

As Paul travailed over the sin in the Corinthian Church, so should we be grieved for those among us who are in the same situation.

The awfulness of sin and its consequences should cause us to intercede for men.

· Rev 21:8 (KJV) "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

Seeing our brethren caught up in these sins should compel us to intercede for them.

Moses' intercession on behalf of Israel when they sinned with regard to worshipping the golden calf, saved the entire nation.

Daniel interceded on behalf of a sinful and rebellious people, for God to forgive and deal with them according to His great compassion.

· Dan 9:3-13, 16-23 "So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.

4 And I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed and said, 'Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,

5 we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly, and rebelled, even turning aside from Thy commandments and ordinances.

6 Moreover, we have not listened to Thy servants the prophets, who spoke in Thy name to our kings, our princes, our fathers, and all the people of the land.

7  Righteousness belongs to Thee, O Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day - to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who are far away in all the countries to which Thou hast driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds which they have committed against Thee.

8 Open shame belongs to us, O Lord, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against Thee.

9 To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him;

10 nor have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His teachings which He set before us through His servants the prophets.

11 Indeed all Israel has transgressed Thy law and turned aside, not obeying Thy voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against Him.

12 Thus He has confirmed His words which He had spoken against us and against our rulers who ruled us, to bring on us great calamity; for under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what was done to Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; yet we have not sought the favour of the Lord our God by turning from our iniquity and giving attention to Thy truth.

16 O Lord, in accordance with all Thy righteous acts, let now Thine anger and Thy wrath turn away from Thy city Jerusalem, Thy holy mountain; for because of our sins and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Thy people have become a reproach to all those around us.

17 So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Thy servant and to his supplications, and for Thy sake, O Lord, let Thy face shine on Thy desolate sanctuary.

18 O my God, incline Thine ear and hear!  Open Thine eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Thy name; for we are not presenting our supplications before Thee on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Thy great compassion.

19 O lord, hear!  O Lord, forgive!  O Lord, listen and take action!  For Thine own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Thy city and Thy people are called by Thy name.'

20  Now while I was speaking and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God in behalf of the holy mountain of my God,

21 while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering.

22 And he gave me instruction and talked with me, and said, 'O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you insight with understanding.

23 At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision.'"

In the New Testament the bible confirms the ministry of intercession against sin.

· 1 John 5:16a (NASB) "If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask (or pray) and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death."

Intercession releases them from satan's bondage and deception, so that they will come to their senses, repent and turn back to God.

10. Why is it important to intercede for the nation?

· 1 Tim 2:1-4 (NASB) "First of all, then, I urge that petitions and prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,

2 for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quite life in all godliness and dignity.

3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our saviour,

4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth."  
Our nation and its leaders desperately need us to intercede for them.

If we don't, the forces of darkness will have a free hand to attack us and cause upheaval in the nation ie. violence, murder, crime, fear, lawlessness etc.

God is going to hold the "church" responsible for the outcome of the nation, because they had the heavenly command to intercede, with the corresponding authority, and did not do it.

If Christians will respond to the word of God, then they will stop evil spirits from causing calamity in the nation.

These evil spirits cause leaders to be assassinated and upheaval in the economic scene.

The church has the authority to stop satan's multi-pronged attack against the nation.

Some Christians don't pray for the government, because it's not the government of their choice.

· Rom 13:1-2 (Conybeare) "Let every man submit himself to the authorities of government. For all authority comes from God (Goodspeed) and the existing authorities have been established by Him. 

2 (Moffat) Hence anyone who resists authority, (Knox) is a rebel against the ordinance of God, (Conybeare) and they that resist will bring judgement upon themselves."

NB. God's ultimate purpose in us praying for the nation is for the spreading of the Gospel, and also so he can bless the nation for the sake of His children.

· Matt 5:13a (TCNT) "It is you who are the salt of the earth..."

 Before refrigeration, salt was rubbed into meat to preserve it.

If it were not for the Christians preserving the nation through the power of prayer, satan would do as he pleases and the world would be totally rotten.

Don't be negative and say, "it's no use praying - we are going to the dogs."

Rather be like Abraham who interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah - instead of judging and criticising.

· Heb 8:6 (Berkeley) "But now He has acquired a ministry as far superior, (Moffat) owing to the fact that He mediates a superior covenant (Williams) which was established upon superior promises."

We can accomplish more than Abraham because we have a better covenant.

Let us rather be positive - realizing that the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church - and get busy in God's programme and start interceding.

You are an equal heir with Jesus Christ and in His Name you have the same authority He has.

· Ezek 22:30,31 (NASB) "'And I searched for a man (singular) among them who should build up the wall (of protection) and  stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.  

31 Thus I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought upon their heads', declares the Lord God."

God was searching for ONE intercessor who would stand in the gap between Him and the nation, to save it from destruction, but found no one.

No Christian has the right to profess his love for his country, if he will not obey God and intercede for it.

· 2 Chron 7:14 (KJV) "If My people, which are called by My name, shall (i) humble themselves, and (ii) pray, and seek My face, and (iii) turn from their wicked ways; then will I (a) hear from heaven, and will (b) forgive their sin, and will (c) heal their land."

You can't just pray the prayer of faith for the nation, but need to continually seek God's face in earnest heartfelt intercession.

11. Is revival and reviving the art to intercede related?

The harvest has received the early (autumn) rain, but will not fully ripen to be reaped until it receives the latter (spring) rain. (Israel has winter rains like the Cape).

· James 5:1-8 (NASB) "Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.

2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.

3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire.  It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!

4 Behold, the pay of the labourers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of the Sabaoth (ie. Lord of the armies of Israel).

5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton (deliberate, willful, melicious) pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in the day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you.

7 Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.

8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.'"

The latter rain will happen in the last days, just before the coming of the Lord.

· Joel 2:23 (KJV) "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given you the former rain moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month."
God poured out the former (early or autum) rain moderately and they had an explosion of revival in the book of Acts.

Peter said that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:16-18 was the fulfilment of Joel's prophecy.

You can't have a harvest without generous showers of rain.

However, the latter rain will flood the earth without limitation.

· Psalm 72:6 (Rotherham) "Let him come down like rain on fields to be mown, like myriad drops on land to be reaped."

This Messianic Psalm of Solomon has its ultimate fulfilment in Jesus Christ.

It will be completely fulfilled just before the second coming of the Lord.

· Hos 6:3 (NASB) "So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord.  His going forth is as certain as the dawn; and He will come to us like the rain, like the spring (latter) rain watering the earth."

What caused the early rains of revival?

· Acts 1:13-14 (NASB) "And when they entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.

14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers."

· Acts 2:42 (NASB) "And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer."

· Acts 4:23-24a (NASB) "And when they had been released, they went to their own companions, and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them.  

24a And when they heard this they lifted their voices to God with one accord."

· Acts 6:4 (NASB) "But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word."

· Acts 12:5 (NASB) "So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church of God."

· Acts 13:2-3 (NASB) "And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.'  

3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away."

· Col 4:2 (NASB) "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving."

What will cause the latter rain of revival?

A revival of the art of intercession.

· Zech 10:1 (NASB) "Ask (or pray) rain from the Lord at the time of the spring rain - the Lord who makes the storm clouds; and He will give them showers of rain, vegetation in the field to each man."

Early pentecostals knew the art of intercession.

The modern church is largely ignorant of this subject.

But for God to accomplish what He said He wants to accomplish before the second coming of Jesus Christ, the art of intercessory prayer will have to be resurrected.
Application Assignments Following Session 6

1. Spend some time each day meditating on your notes so that these truths can register on your spirit man.

2. Spend the required amount of time each day completing the Daily Application Material.

NOTE:   Remember to bring your manual with you next week.

3. Be prepared to share with a group, for about 1 minute, what you got out of each Daily Application Assignment.







